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Entrepreneurship in Action:  
Five Years of Growth and Global Impact

Marie-Josée Lamothe,
Professor of Practice,
McGill Desautels Faculty of Management  
Academic and Executive Director,
McGill Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship

To our Dobson community, 
Five years ago, we set out with a bold 
ambition: to establish the McGill  
Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship 
as a world-class hub where ideas 
ignite and drive meaningful change. 
Today, as we celebrate the re-
markable achievements of the 536 
startups featured in this report, we 
also take a moment to reflect on 
2024, a milestone year in which we 
proudly accomplished the goals we 
set for ourselves five years ago.
Fueling Global Innovation

This year, our community reached 
new heights. Collectively, startups 
secured $4.1 billion in funding and 
obtained 258 active patents, testa-
ments to the ingenuity and entre-
preneurial spirit of our ecosystem’s 
brightest minds. 

Our commitment to purpose-driven 
entrepreneurship earned us pres-
tigious recognition, including being 
named one of the Top 10 Best Incu-
bators/Accelerators in the World by 
the Prix Galien and the Most Impact-
ful Initiative in North America by the 
ACEEU.

Being honored by the 
Prix Galien, one of the 
highest distinctions in 
life sciences, reflects our 
founders’ profound impact 
in pioneering solutions for a 
healthier future.

Building Bridges That Matter

True innovation thrives on collabo-
ration. This year, we strengthened 
and expanded our global network, 
engaging with 143 investment firms 
and cultivating 228 key ecosystem 
partnerships worldwide.

From aligning investors with 
high-potential startups to 
connecting founders with 
strategic partners who 
can pilot groundbreaking 
solutions, we are building 
bridges to accelerate 
success.

Leading the Change  
for a Sustainable Future

With a steadfast commitment to the 
UN’s 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals, we have created a space that 
fosters collaboration while champio-
ning environmental responsibility. 
This dedication to impact-driven in-
novation has attracted some of the 
most transformative social entrepre-
neurs.

In early 2025, we are proud to host 
the national pitch of the Hult Prize, 
the world’s largest impact compe-
tition. By joining forces with 1,324 
universities across 113 countries, 
we empower the next generation of 
entrepreneurs to tackle the world’s 
most urgent challenges right from 
our own stage.

By embracing sustainability 
and expanding our global 
influence, we aim to 
contribute to the future of 
social entrepreneurship, 
both locally and 
internationally.

Looking Ahead with Gratitude

As we embark on the next five years, 
our mission remains clear: to work 
hand in hand with partners across the 
globe, ensuring that Canadian inno-
vation reaches the world in ways that 
create real and lasting impact.

Above all, we are profoundly grateful 
to you, our founders, investors, and 
partners. Your belief in our vision and 
commitment to shared success fuel 
the momentum behind the Dobson 
Centre’s growth and impact. 

With immense gratitude,

5

Building Innovative Companies with a Purpose

“The Dobson Centre has been 
instrumental in my journey, 

providing not only the essential 
tools and mentorship to sharpen 

my business model but also a 
supportive, founder-first approach.”

01
BUILDING  
INNOVATIVE
COMPANIES WITH
A PURPOSE

Bhim Sen Mishra
Founder, Dash

Lean Startup Program 2024
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Yolande E. Chan 
Dean, McGill Desautels  
Faculty of Management 

Deep Saini
President and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University 

Building a culture of innovation that fosters progress is one 
of our priorities as McGill University enters its third century  
of existence.

The Dobson Centre exemplifies how the McGill community pu-
shes the boundaries of knowledge, driven by a shared commit-
ment to improving society. From health and medical technolo-
gies to agriculture and food innovation, the Centre is uniquely 
equipped to support a wide array of groundbreaking ideas, trans-
forming them into purpose-driven enterprises. 

By cultivating a collaborative and inclusive startup ecosystem, 
the Dobson Centre is fostering a positive social and economic 
impact both locally and globally. While McGill’s roots are firmly 
planted in Quebec, its vision extends far beyond, reflected in 
the Centre’s far-reaching influence across the world. These ac-
complishments help bolster our university’s reputation, drawing 
the brightest minds from around the globe, whose diverse expe-
riences and perspectives enrich both McGill and the broader Ca-
nadian community.

At the Desautels Faculty of Management, our mission is to equip 
students for a business landscape that is rapidly evolving, a world 
where startups are now pivotal in driving job creation and sustai-
nable economic growth. 

The Dobson Centre nurtures future-ready leaders from 
across McGill University, with a strong emphasis on innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, sustainability, equity, diversity, and 
inclusion, all of which align with the strategic priorities of  
our Faculty.

The Centre’s success is clearly built on the collaborative spirit 
that thrives across McGill’s campus. I am continually inspired by 
the creativity and ingenuity McGillians bring to their ventures, 
and just as heartened by their commitment to social impact. The 
Dobson Centre’s influence reaches far beyond startups and the 
university itself, extending into the communities it serves. 

The Dobson embodies McGill’s pursuit of excellence and the res-
ponsibility to use that excellence for the greater good. Thanks to 
you, the future looks bright!

CANADA

GLOBAL

#1 University Innovation 
Ecosystem
Accreditation Council for Entrepreneurial  
and Engaged Universities

World Top 10 Best  
Accelerator/Incubator 
Prix Galien USA (2024)

World Top 5 University 
Business Incubator 
UBI Global

America’s Most 
Impactful Initiative 
Accreditation Council for Entrepreneurial  
and Engaged Universities (2024)

Top 5 Model University 
Accelerator/Incubator
USASBE (2024)

#1 in Canada for producing 
the most successful 
undergraduate startups

#1 in Canada for supporting 
the most women entrepreneurs

#1 in Quebec for producing 
the most successful companies 
& founders

Pitchbook (2024)

Internationally 
Recognized
Entrepreneurial 
Excellence

AMERICA

Building Innovative Companies with a PurposeBuilding Innovative Companies with a Purpose
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The Dobson Centre supported

530+ active startups

that cumulatively raised

$4.1 Billion in funding

own

258 active patents

created

12,000 jobs

operate in

46 countries

and collaborate with

127 universities

Our 2024 Ecosystem in Numbers

Driving Change Through Entrepreneurship

“ Dobson startups continue 
to stand out year after year, 

demonstrating innovation and 
readiness to make a strong 
impact in the U.S. market.”

02
DRIVING CHANGE 
THROUGH 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Safia Morsly-Fikai 
Senior Trade Officer,  

Consulate General of Canada in New York

2024 Impact Report 
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Closing the funding gap at every stageAccelerating fundraising

Funding raised by Dobson startups over the years. Dobson startups by funding tier raised.

Fueling Growth during  
Pivotal Fundraising Stages

2023

2024

120

100

80

60

40

20

Number of 
Dobson  
startups

% 
of startups

funding  
tiers

Less  
than  
10 K

10 K  
to 

50 K

50% 35% 15%

50 K 
to 

100 K

100 K   
to 

500 K

500 K 
to 

1 M

1 M  
to 

5 M

5 M  
to 

10 M

10 M  
to 

100 M

Greater  
than 

100 M

Driving Change Through EntrepreneurshipDriving Change Through Entrepreneurship

2011

2014

2017

2020

$1,5B

2023

$3,7B

2012

2015

2018

2021

$2,8B

2024

$4,1B

2013

2016

2019

2022

$3,6B

$400M

$320M

$250M

$200M

$130M

$100M

$50M

$12M

$3M

x10  
in five 
years

To date  

15%  
of startups raised  

over 10M10

2024 Impact Report 2024 Impact Report 
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Total of  

258  
active patents

Breakdown of Dobson startups by industry and the related  contributions to UN SDGs.

Breakdown of active patents owned by Dobson startups by industry. 

Innovation stemming from across the campus

Bringing the newest IP to market

The Dobson Centre among the 
World Top 10 for bringing life 
sciences innovations to market

« The Prix Galien recognizes 
outstanding achievements in 
improving the global human 
condition. Worldwide, the 
Prix Galien is regarded as the 
equivalent of the Nobel Prize in 
biopharmaceutical research and 
life sciences innovations.»
The Galien Foundation

Agriculture & Food 
3.73%

Biotechnology & 
Therapeutics 
5.70%

Consumer 
Technologies  
& Retail 
16.27%

Education 
7.09%

Health & medical  
technologies 
27.24%

Manufacturing 
3.36%

Other 
7.88%

Not-for-Profit  
and Social 

Purpose  
Organizations 

8.77%

Pure 
Technologies 

8.21%

Climate &  
Environment 

Impact 
11.75%

Innovation Transforming Industries

Driving Change Through EntrepreneurshipDriving Change Through Entrepreneurship

Climate & environment impact

Pure technologies

Not-for-profit and social purpose

Manufacturing

Health & medical technologies

Education

Consumer technologies & retail

Biotechnology & therapeutics

Agriculture & food

Other 

2010 30 5040 60 140

2023 
2024

SDG 4

SDG 8

SDG 3

SDG 3

SDG 5

SDG 8

SDG 13

SDG 16

SDG 2

SDG 12

SDG 9

SDG 10

SDG 11

SDG 16

SDG 8

SDG 10

SDG 1

SDG 5

SDG 13

SDG 6

SDG 7

SDG 14

SDG 13

SDG 15
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Congo Kenya

Tanzania

Malawi

Somalia

Russia

Zambia

Uganda
Ghana

Nigeria

Cote 
d’Ivoire

Sierra 
Leone

Australia

China

Hong 
Kong

South 
Korea

Taiwan

India

Iran

Saudi 
Arabia

United 
Arab 
Emirates

Turkey

Lebanon

Pakistan

Netherland

France

7 universities
in Middle East

22 universities
in Europe

24 universities
in Africa 1 university 

in Oceania

6 universities
in Asia

Belgium

Rwanda

England

Scotland

15

Dobson’s Global
Footprint

Argentina

Paraguay

Uruguay

Peru

Colombia

Venezuela

Mexico
Haïti

Brazil

Chile

Cameroon

Indonesia

Japan

Antigua and  
Barbuda

Hawaï

Canada

USA

6 universities
in South America

61  universities
in North America

Our startups operate  
in 46 countries and partner  
with 127 universities.

2024 Impact Report 2024 Impact Report 
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Texas Medical 
Centre, Houston 
USA 

Mass General 
Brigham & Harvard 
Innovation, Boston 
USA

Hôtel-Dieu de Paris, 
Paris, France

Building Connections that Matter

We are connected with 228 ecosystem players across 25 countries

Ecosystem touchpoints are the strategic connections that enable startups to access mentors, networks, and op-
portunities across the global entrepreneurial landscape. At the Dobson Centre, we’ve quantified 228 ecosystem 
touchpoints across 25 countries, representing incubators, universities, and entrepreneurial institutions worldwide 
These touchpoints reflect the stakeholders our team connects with to support startups in scaling their innovations.

 

« This past year, our focus was on expanding international influence by 
creating meaningful partnerships, facilitating networking opportunities, 
and then matching startups with investment theses aligned to their 
goals. This global strategy has solidified our network, enabling successful 
international operations, growing intellectual property, and showcasing the 
impact of our innovation on a global stage.»

Strategic partners
bring diverse expertise and global networks, uniquely supporting McGill founders across industries and borders.

A unique partnership with Mass 
General Brigham & Harvard 
Innovation in Boston, USA

Exclusive insights into scientific 
commercialization at the historic 
Hôtel-Dieu de Paris in France

The Dobson Centre has been selected as the host  
of the Hult Prize 

1,324
participating universities

+120
countries

$1 Million
final prize

For the Dobson Centre, becoming the Canadian host of the Hult Prize is a significant honor and opportunity. Aligning 
with the mission of the centre to build innovative companies with a purpose, the Hult Prize provides a unique platform 
for students to gain mentorship, develop critical skills in pitching, and access a network of global changemakers and 
investors. This competition enhances the Centre’s role as a hub for social innovation and impact, attracting ambitious 
students and trailblazers eager to address critical global issues.

Montreal, Canada

•	 Access to the award-winning innovation course 
from Mass General and Harvard, as the only 
Canadian partner of MESH Core.

•	 Integration of Dobson startups into the world’s 
#1 innovation hospital network, with eligibility for 
600 funding opportunities.

•	 Connection to the Innovation MESH Network, 
linking 2,300+ clinicians and researchers across 
20 disciplines to collaborate on innovative 
technologies.

•	 Exclusive workshops on navigating the French 
healthcare network and go-to-market strategies.

•	 One-on-one meetings with the European 
Innovation Council on regulatory affairs.

•	 Mentorship and direct connections to hospitals 
and specialized research institutes across France 
and other European countries.

NURA Medical pitching at MESH 2024

Canada and USA

Hôtel-Dieu Visit in Paris 2024

Marie-Josée Lamothe,
Professor of Practice,
McGill Desautels Faculty of Management   
Academic and Executive Director,
McGill Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship

International

International

16 17
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our campus  
partners... 

An Invested 
Network

Supported by  
our generous contributors...

With innovation stemming 
from McGill’s

11  
faculties

13  
schools

35  
research centres

...and a network of 143 engaged investors

•	 5AM Ventures
•	 88GO
•	 Accelia Capital
•	 Accenture
•	 Acre Venture Partners
•	 Action Potential Venture Capital
•	 AlleyCorp North
•	 Amplify Capital
•	 Amplitude Ventures
•	 Anges Québec
•	 Apertu Capital
•	 AQC Capital
•	 Arup
•	 AsterX Québecor
•	 Avalon Net Worth
•	 AXA Venture Partners
•	 Axelys
•	 Banque CIC
•	 Banque Nationale
•	 BCF Ventures
•	 BDC Capital
•	 BDC Healthcare Ventures
•	 BDG & Associés
•	 BeAngels
•	 Bloomwest Capital
•	 Blue Vision Capital
•	 Boreal Ventures
•	 Borex Capital
•	 Boys Venture
•	 BoxOne Ventures
•	 Bregal Sagemount
•	 Brightspark Ventures
•	 BSQUARED Capital
•	 Caisse de dépôt et placement 

du Québec
•	 Capital Group
•	 Capture Capital
•	 Citi Bank
•	 Citizens Private Bank
•	 CMD Capital
•	 Coppice Capital
•	 Crédit Mutuel Equity
•	 Cybernetix Ventures
•	 Cycle Capital
•	 DaVita
•	 Delfinus LLP
•	 Deloitte
•	 Desjardins

•	 Diagram Ventures
•	 DTCP
•	 Eastmore Investments
•	 Ecofuel Fund
•	 Endeavor Life Sciences Fund
•	 Epsilon
•	 ERA NYC
•	 eSolution Studio
•	 Esplanade Ventures
•	 Fides + Ratio
•	 Finch Capital
•	 First Star Ventures
•	 Formentera Capital
•	 Framework Ventures
•	 Front Row Ventures
•	 Genesys Capital
•	 Graymatter Capital
•	 Group Roski
•	 Groupe 3737
•	 Health Innovation Capital
•	 iGan Partners
•	 Impact
•	 Incopalm Investment Corp
•	 Industrya
•	 Inovia Capital
•	 Insight Partners
•	 Investissement Québec
•	 Jewish National Fund of Canada
•	 JP Morgan
•	 Kli Capital
•	 KPMG
•	 Kurma Partners
•	 LDV Capital
•	 Luge Capital
•	 Mass Medical Angels
•	 MassVentures
•	 Maven Ventures
•	 Mayo Clinic
•	 McGill Ventures
•	 Medoza Ventures
•	 MEDTEQ Invest
•	 Merrill Lynch
•	 Meta Fund
•	 Milemark Capital
•	 Miraki Innovation
•	 Momenta Ventures
•	 Multiply Ventures
•	 N49P

•	 National Bank of Canada
•	 NA-Ventures
•	 Nexfin limited
•	 Nexus Investments
•	 NGIF Capital
•	 NM Futur Ventures
•	 NY Ventures
•	 Oak Hill Advisors
•	 OFINTRST
•	 Outlander VC
•	 Oversea Development 

& Finance Group
•	 Pacific 8 Ventures
•	 Panache Ventures
•	 Paribus
•	 PDC Transation Partners LLC
•	 Pembroke Management Ltd.
•	 Pender Ventures
•	 Plus VC
•	 Portfolia
•	 Premier
•	 Punks & Pinstripes
•	 PwC
•	 RBC Royal Bank
•	 RBC Wealth Management
•	 Real Ventures
•	 Relay VC
•	 Rempart Asset Management
•	 Richter
•	 Schooner Capital
•	 Sectoral Management
•	 Seedrs
•	 Sentiero Ventures
•	 Serval Ventures
•	 Squadra Ventures
•	 Sustainable 

DevelopmentTechnology 
Canada

•	 Teralys Capital
•	 The 51 Ventures
•	 Theodorus
•	 Third Derivative RMI
•	 Triptyq Capital
•	 TrueNorth Advisory
•	 W2 Investments
•	 Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 

Rosati
•	 XRC Ventures

18 19

2024 Impact Report 2024 Impact Report Driving Change Through EntrepreneurshipDriving Change Through Entrepreneurship



The Opening of an  
Entrepreneurship Anchor

The late John Dobson (BCom’49) founded the Dobson 
Centre for Entrepreneurship in 1988 to educate 
the public about the free enterprise system and 
foster entrepreneurial activities at McGill University. 
Since then, the Centre has expanded into fourteen 
interdisciplinary programs, driving John Dobson’s vision 
of an entrepreneurial Canada. As the first and flagship 
initiative of the John Dobson Foundation, the Centre 
has received longstanding support from the Foundation, 
including its latest gift to establish a permanent physical 
space on campus.

The new Dobson Centre, now housed on the main floor 
of the Bronfman Building, features flexible, state-of-the-
art collaboration spaces and cutting-edge technologies 
designed to fuel and ignite the entrepreneurial spirit 
within the McGill community.

“The Dobson Centre has been essential for our 
growth,” says Noah Casarotto-Dinning, founder and 
CEO of Arvo AI. “It provides a space to work, meet, and 
immerse in a culture of entrepreneurship. Through its 
programs, we’ve connected with investors, mentors, 
and fellow entrepreneurs, creating an invaluable support 
system. Knowing you’re not alone on this journey is 
incomparable.”

Randy Kelly 
Chairman of the John Dobson Foundation  
and CEO of Formula Growth Limited

“ As a foundation focused on helping 
Canadians learn about the power of 
entrepreneurship, we are proud to 
celebrate the accomplishments of 

the Dobson Centre and its ability to 
attract investment, business. and 

job formations in Quebec.”

03
A VIBRANT HUB 
ENERGIZING GLOBAL 
COLLABORATION

Ari Kiriazidis
President,  

The John Dobson Foundation

A Vibrant Hub Energizing Global Collaboration

« We consider this gift an 
investment in Canada’s next 
generation of creative and 
innovative business pioneers.»

Ribbon cutting with McGill leadership  
and John Dobson Foundation

Randy Kelly, Chairman of the John Dobson Foundation  
and CEO of Formula Growth Limited

President Deep Saini

21
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Hosting Connections from 
Across Borders

Since its opening in February 2024, the McGill Dobson Centre has opened its doors to the innovation and 
entrepreneurship community in Montreal and beyond. 

McGill Entrepreneurship Society

McGill Ventures

24
collaborations from across  

the global ecosystem

27
 hosted events  

in Montreal

675+
attendees from the 

entrepreneurship ecosystem  
locally and globally.

Campus  
associations

Local  
collaborators

International  
delegations

Business France NEXT Healthcare delegation visit

BDO Investment Event

McGill Entrepreneurship Society Montreal InVivo

Visit of the Honorable Richie Valdez,  
Minister of Small Business

Visit of the Honorable Rechie Valdez,  
Minister of Small Business 

A Vibrant Hub Energizing Global CollaborationA Vibrant Hub Energizing Global Collaboration

22 23
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2021

2023

2025

2019

2024

2020

2022

The John Dobson 
Foundation supports the 
McGill entrepreneurship 
community with a gift for 
a new space

Virtual programming 
includes an online 
international pitching 
event in 17 cities

Partnership with 
Healthy Brains 
Healthy Lives to 
customize programming 
for researchers​

The Weston Family 
Foundation donation 
expands programming  
in sustainability 
entrepreneurship 

13 sustainability-
driven startups 
pitch at the 
United Nations 
headquarters in 
New York

Founders Series 
launch 

Dobson alumnus 
Sonder goes public 
(NASDAQ:SOND)

New location:  
main floor of the 
Bronfman Building, 
Desautels Faculty of 
Management

International 
Fundraising Tour in 
Helsinki, Los Angeles, 
Boston, New York, 
Amsterdam, Las 
Vegas, Paris and 
Brussels

World Top 10 Best 
Incubator/Accelerator at 
the Prix Galien USA

Entrepreneurial   
Women Lean  

program launch
 

Dobson alumnus 
Taiga Motor  

goes public  
(TSX:TAIG)

International Fundraising 
Tour, in Boston, New 
York, Las Vegas, Paris, 
and London

Total of 14 
entrepreneurial 
programs from ideation 
to fundraising

The Dobson Centre wins a 
grant for three years from 
the Ministry of Economy, 
Innovation, and Energy

Dobson alumnus Acesis 
Biomed files to go public 
on NASDAQ

The Canadian Hult Prize 
competition hosted at the 
Dobson Centre

International Fundraising 
Tour in Toronto, New 
York, Boston, London, 
and Amsterdam

The Dobson Centre 
ranks in the World 
Top 20 University 

Business Incubators  
(UBI Global)

2017
A donation from 

the John Dobson  
Foundation funds 

the Dobson X-1  
Accelerator

Catalyzing McGill Innovation 
Since 1988

1988

2008

1989 2015

2011
John Dobson founds the 
Dobson Centre at McGill 
University

Dobson Cup launch: 
flagship startup 
competition at McGill 
University

X-1 Accelerator launch: 
transforming startups 
into investment-ready 

companies 

National Bank 
partners with the 
Dobson Centre to 

finance awards during 
the Dobson Cup

First program launch:  
McGill Entrepreneurial 
Skill Program

450+  
active startups;  
$1B in funding 

raised; and 8,000 
new jobs created​

530+
active startups;

$4.1B in funding  
raised; and 12,000  

new jobs
created

470+  
active startups; 

$3.7B in funding 
raised; and 10,000 

new jobs  
created​

150+  
active startups; 

$200M  in funding  
raised and 1,300 

new jobs created 

2018
First Demo Days outside 
of Montreal in Toronto, 
Boston, San Francisco 
and New York

400+  
active startups; 

$400M in funding 
raised; and 6,000 

new jobs  
created​

A Vibrant Hub Energizing Global CollaborationA Vibrant Hub Energizing Global Collaboration 2024 Impact Report 2024 Impact Report 
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The Dobson Learning Pathway

We have built a robust pipeline of 536 startups in just five years, now thriving across the four stages of the Dobson 
entrepreneurial journey:

1. Ideation 
Develop your idea into 

a business plan
The startup has identified 

the problem that their 
product/service aims to 
solve, and the team has 

some basic assumptions 
about the market landscape, 

feasibility, and viability of 
the business model.

4. Fundraising 
Explore international 

markets and raise
The startup has a 

commercially viable 
business offering and 

is seeking external 
investment in order to 
scale and achieve the 

next growth milestones.

“ The X-1 Accelerator has significantly 
elevated our credibility as a company. 

It made the investment and business 
communities pay attention to us. The 

Dobson Centre is an indispensable 
stepping stone for any startup 

aspiring to evolve into a fully-fledged, 
impactful enterprise. ”

04
FROM IDEATION 
TO FUNDRAISING

Connie Pearl 
Founder and CEO, VLVT 

X-1 Accelerator 2024

208
startups

29
2. Validation 

Strenghten your business plan 
and learn to pitch

The startup has detailed a 
business plan with a clear value 
proposition that offers a solution 
to a well-defined problem. They 
have developed a go-to-market 

strategy and are seeking product-
market validation from early 

users/customers.

246
startups

3. Acceleration 
Perfect your pitch to  

international audiences
The startup has a functioning 
MVP and early traction with 
customers. The team has a 
diverse skill set and a clear 
distribution plan for their 

offering. They have achieved 
early milestones and can  

demonstrate progress through 
established KPIs and are now 
growing their early  customer 
base while working towards 

investment readiness.

53
ventures

companies

27
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Acceleration Fundraising

X-1 Accelerator,
industry-agnostic. 

›	 2024: 13 startups, 35 founders, 
33 speakers and mentors.

Mentorship Circle, 
industry- specific.

Life Sciences X-1, 
emphasis on data governance 
and reimbursement strategies. 

›	 2024: 5 startups in the X-1 
with 5 specialized speakers, 
mentors and judges. 

The Weston Family 
Sustainability Innovation X-1,
focus on sustainability 
practices around the world.

›	 2024: 4 startups in X-1 with 
4 specialized speakers, 
mentors and judges.

Funding workshops, 
industry-agnostic. 

International Fundraising 
Tour, 
industry-agnostic.

›	 2024: 9 startups

International Fundraising 
Tour in Life Sciences.

›	 2024: 10 startups

International Fundraising 
Tour in Sustainability.

›	 2024: 7 startups

Ideation Validation

Women Lean Startup, 
industry-agnostic, by 
women for women to tackle 
challenges for women 
entrepreneurs. 

›	 2024: 16 startups, 
23 founders, 9 speakers 
and mentors.

Weston Family Innovation 
in Sustainability Lean, 
focus on sustainable design 
and reporting.

›	 2024: 16 startups, 
30 founders, 10 speakers 
and mentors.

Life Sciences Lean Startup,
emphasis on IP and 
regulatory considerations. 

›	 2024: 10 startups, 
24 founders, 13 speakers 
and mentors. 

Lean Startup, 
industry-agnostic. 

›	 2024: 26 startups, 
53 founders, 11 speakers 
and mentors.

Dobson Bootcamp & Cup, 
industry-agnostic workshops 
and a pitch competition across  
4 streams: health sciences, 
technology, sustainability, and 
social impact.

›	 2024: 53 startups, 
128 founders, 29 speakers, 
mentors and judges. 

Life Sciences Bootcamp, 
emphasis on the clinical 
validation roadmap and 
fundraising in life sciences.

›	 2024: 14 startups in the Dobson 
Cup.

The Weston Family  
Sustainability Startup 
Challenge,
focus on sustainable funding 
and business practices with 
another pitch competition.

›	 2024: 12 startups, 
34 founders, 16 speakers, 
mentors and judges.

Our 14 Programs 
From Ideation to Fundraising
Across Streams
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From Ideation to Fundraising
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Kika Armata  
Associate Director, 
McGill Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship 

« Over the years, the International 
Fundraising Tour has become a 
flagship initiative for the Dobson, 
connecting our founders to 
top global entrepreneurship 
institutions, opening doors to 
new markets, and securing vital 
investments to fuel their growth.»

Boston
In May 2024, the Dobson Centre hosted a pitch and 
networking session at the Cambridge Innovation Centre 
in Kendall Square, a renowned hub of entrepreneurship. 
The event brought together over 70 experts from the 
health innovation ecosystem, including key partners 
from Mass General Brigham, regulatory professionals, 
and investors. Nine promising Dobson ventures took the 
stage to showcase their solutions to industry leaders.

New York 
In May 2024, the Canadian Consulate in New York 
City hosted nine Dobson ventures, introducing them 
to the city’s vibrant entrepreneurship and investment 
community. This exclusive pitch and networking 
event attracted over 75 attendees, fostering valuable 
connections and showcasing innovative Canadian 
ventures on an international stage.

Brussels
In April 2024, our sustainability ventures had the 
unique opportunity to participate in the World Circular 
Economy Forum. Seven Dobson ventures presented 
their innovative solutions in an exclusive event held at 
the Quebec Government Office in Brussels, connecting 
with global leaders in sustainability practices in Europe.

Las Vegas 
January 5 – 8
8 Dobson startups

Los Angeles 
February 25 - 28
10 Dobson startups

Brussels 
April 15 - 18
7 Dobson startups

New York 
May 6 - 10
9 Dobson startups

Paris  
Digital Medical Hub visit 
June 20 - 22
6 Dobson startups

Boston  
September 23 - 25
3 Dobson startups

Helsinki  
September 20 - 21
1 Dobson startup

Boston 
May 20 - 23
9 Dobson startups

Amsterdam 
June 17 - 20
6 Dobson startups

 In 2024, our delegations were showcased at:

Dobson ventures have the chance to participate in international industry conferences as well as unique networking 
opportunities. The International Fundraising Tour ensures meaningful connections between companies and 
ecosystem partners.

Fundraising On the Global Stage

From Ideation to Fundraising

Quebec Office in Brussels 2024 UN headquarters in New York 2024

Mass General Brigham in Boston 2024 Hôtel-Dieu de Paris 2024

Paris 
The historic Hôtel-Dieu in Paris welcomed six Dobson 
health ventures for a full day of workshops and a 
networking cocktail in June 2024. We extend our 
gratitude to our partners, the Digital Medical Hub 
as well as the European Institute for Innovation and 
Technology, for facilitating meaningful conversations 
and invaluable connections within the local ecosystem.
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Kenneth Frazier 
Prix Galien Committee Chair

« The Prix Galien USA celebrates 
institutions driving life science 
innovation through the ‘Incubators, 
Accelerators, and Equity’ category. 
We are deeply grateful to all 
nominees for their exceptional 
efforts in guiding the next 
generation of innovators. Their 
remarkable achievements inspire 
us, and we encourage them to 
aim even higher in their pursuit of 
excellence.»

The Prix Galien USA is widely regarded as one of the 
most prestigious accolades in biomedical and life 
sciences, recognizing breakthroughs that advance 
human health. Being nominated for “Best Incubator/
Accelerator” is a major milestone for the McGill Dobson 
Centre for Entrepreneurship, affirming its impact in 
fostering pioneering healthcare solutions and providing 
an environment where high-potential startups can 
thrive.

This recognition underscores the Dobson Centre’s 
role in accelerating startups in digital health, medical 
devices, and biopharmaceuticals. By offering 
mentorship, funding, and strategic partnerships, it 
empowers innovators to turn research into real-world 
solutions, while fostering collaboration between 
academia, industry, and investors to scale impactful 
ventures globally.

Prix Galien: Rewarding Excellence 
in Scientific Innovation

“ For a health startup, the biggest 
challenge is getting in the healthcare 

system. The International Fundraising 
Tour has facilitated key connections with 
renowned institutions, opening doors to 

potential partnerships for clinical trials 
and attracting investors with deep roots 

in the healthcare sector.”

05
BUILDING A  
HEALTHY FUTURE
FOR ALL  

Andre Diamant
Co-founder and CEO of Gray OS

International Fundraising Tour in Life Sciences 2024

Active Dobson startups in health and life 
sciences over the years.

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

0
2013 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

140%  
increase in 

life sciences 
startups in five 

years 

2024 Impact Report 

33

Building A Healthy Future For All



34

In response to the growing influx of health and life sciences startups at the Dobson Centre, it became evident that 
researchers needed personalized support in commercializing innovations from biotechnology, therapeutics, digital 
healthcare, and medical devices.

Scientific 
Discovery

International  
Commercialization

From Discovery to Commercialization
Through Global Partnerships

With 35 research centres 
and institutes and over 

20 departments fostering 
interdisciplinary collaboration, 
the faculty offers a robust pool 

of inventions propelling 
advancements in health 

innovation.

Covering 63% of Quebec’s 
landmass, McGill’s three major 

academic health and social service 
centres, four urban teaching sites, 

and regional health centres provide 
unparalleled real-world clinical 

settings for validation and 
product-market alignment.

Texas Medical Centre, 
Houston USA 

 
TMC Innovation, the accelerator of the 

Texas Medical Center in Houston, unites 
visionary entrepreneurs with leading minds 

in science and medicine. We are looking 
forward to further our partnership with 

TMC to bridge medtech innovation 
with another key player in North 

America, uniquely positioned 
in clinical translation.

Mass General Brigham  
& Harvard Innovation, Boston USA

MESH, the innovation incubator of Mass 
General Brigham & Harvard in Boston, 

empowers life sciences ventures by 
providing unparalleled clinical expertise. 

This partnership provides our startups 
unique integration into a network of 

2,300 clinicians and 600 funding 
opportunities to pilot their 

innovations.

Upcoming  
2025 partnerships

« At the Dobson Centre, we partner 
with leading global institutions to 
equip innovators with the expertise 
they need to turn scientific 
breakthroughs into impactful 
ventures worldwide.»

Marianne Khalil
Senior Manager, Life Sciences,
McGill Dobson Centre  
for Entrepreneurship

« Our life sciences programs are designed to provide 
researchers and clinicians with the business 
knowledge they need to bring their inventions from 
the lab to market.»

Malia Morsly
Program Manager, Life Sciences, 
McGill Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship

Hôtel-Dieu de Paris, 
Paris, France

As the incubator at l’Hôpital Hôtel-Dieu de Paris, the 
Digital Medical Hub provides a unique gateway to 

the French healthcare innovation ecosystem. 
Offering invaluable insights and direct 

connections to the European Innovation 
Council, this partnership is a 

cornerstone for advancing global 
healthcare innovation.
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“ This program has made 
me believe in the potency 

of my ideas. When you are 
accompanied by global 
experts, you really feel 

that you can do this!”

06
PAVING LASTING IMPACT 
WITH PURPOSEFUL 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Canadian host of the Hult Prize

Ibukunoluwa Naiyeju
Founder, Camwood Carats 

Entrepreneurial Women Lean Program 2024

The Hult Prize is an annual, globally recognized social 
entrepreneurship competition that challenges young 
people to solve pressing issues through innovative 
business ideas. Founded in 2009, the competition 
focuses on themes aimed at generating social impact, 
such as health, sustainability, and education. 

Each year, thousands of students from 1,324 universities 
in 113 countries  compete to pitch their solutions, with 
the grand prize of $1 million awarded to the winning team 
to help bring their idea to life. The Hult Prize provides 
a unique platform for students to gain mentorship, 
develop critical skills in pitching and problem-solving, 
and access a network of global changemakers and 
investors.

For the Dobson Centre, becoming the Canadian host 
of the Hult Prize is a significant honor and opportunity. 
Aligning with the mission of the Centre to build innovative 
companies with a purpose, this competition enhances 
the centre’s role as a hub for social innovation and 
impact, attracting ambitious students and trailblazers 
eager to address critical global issues.

« This year, every startup must 
align with at least one UN SDG and 
embrace the ‘triple bottom line’ 
of people, planet, and profit. The 
Dobson Centre’s global reputation 
and strategic focus secured its 
selection as the Canadian host for 
the Hult Prize. »

McGill’s Aspire team wins the $1M Hult Prize in 2013,  
presented by former US President Bill Clinton

Aspire farm in Mexico

The Hult Prize Foundation
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Our classification of startups according to the 17 UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) commenced in 2023 and has since 
become a crucial component of our operations. The methodology 
for this process is divided into startups which had joined the Centre 
prior to this classification, and startups that joined after. For those that 
joined the Dobson Centre in 2024, we conducted surveys to assess 
their impact and asked them to identify the UN SDG their activities and 
mission address. Startups that joined prior to 2024 were systematically 
classified through a detailed cross-referencing process with specific 
targets within each of the UN SDGs. Additionally, we request that 
startups in later stages provide specific, measurable metrics related 
to their operations, enabling us to gain a deeper understanding of our 
collective impact.

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

Addressing All 17 UN SDGs 

5number of 
startups

27

192

62
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SimpliCITY seeks to reduce homelessness by connecting individuals to essential resources like shelters, 
housing, health services, and food, while addressing barriers such as lack of awareness, complicated eligibility 
criteria, and language difficulties.

They have demonstrated a transformative approach to homelessness support by:

•	 Engaging healthcare providers, such as emergency physicians, to improve access to critical 
community resources for individuals experiencing homelessness.

•	 Collaborating with public health agencies and NGOs, including Ottawa Public Health’s CityStudio, to 
strengthen community efforts in addressing homelessness.

•	 Conducting targeted needs assessments in Montreal and Ottawa to identify gaps and tailor solutions 
for high-prevalence areas.

•	 Empowering over two cohorts of Algonquin College students with hands-on experience in developing 
SimpliCITY, combining practical learning with meaningful community contributions.

Leedana uses sandponics to convert unpro-
ductive desert land into thriving farms using 
fish waste in a closed-loop system with very 
little water. Leedana provides a simple, low-
cost platform to help farmers in arid regions 
grow food sustainably without depleting 
natural resources.

They have proven an affordable, sustainable 
way to grow food by:

•	 Using 90% less water compared to 
traditional farming methods, saving over 
24 million liters of water annually in a 
closed-loop system that reuses the same 
water 100 times.

•	 Saving 213 tons of CO2 emissions 
annually.

•	 Helping over 1,000 individuals, including 
farmers, restaurant owners, chefs, and 
consumers eat healthy, fresh food.

•	 Growing 30 different vegetables in the 
same sand.

Cura Therapeutics is pioneering a first-in-
class immunotherapy platform to address a 
wide range of solid malignancies and in-
fectious diseases. Their therapies leverage 
cytokines and immune receptors to develop 
multifunctional proteins with novel immuno-
modulatory properties.

They have proven an innovative approach to 
cancer treatment by:

•	 Developing CT101, a cytokine fusion 
protein that activates and synchronizes 
key immune system mechanisms to 
target and destroy cancer cells.

•	 Combining immunostimulatory, anti-
metastatic, and anti-angiogenesis 
activities into one drug, offering a 
comprehensive solution unmatched by 
current treatments.

•	 Advancing the fight against solid 
malignancies through therapies that 
redefine the potential of immunotherapy.

#1. No Poverty

#2. Zero Hunger #3. Good Health &  
Well-Being

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

Selected Startups Amongst Our 536 
Addressing All 17 UN SDGs
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Mohana is a precision health platform de-
signed to empower women in perimenopause 
by providing personalized tools and resources 
to navigate this transition with confidence and 
ease. Mohana addresses the gap in hormo-
nal health education and support, offering a 
science-driven approach where traditional 
healthcare systems often fall short.

They have proven an effective way to support 
women’s health by:

•	 Offering tailored solutions that 
address the unique challenges of 
perimenopause, reducing reliance on 
unreliable online sources or inadequate 
medical advice.

•	 Selected in the TOP 3 at SLUSH 100, an 
international competition where the best 
startups pitch for €1,000,000 in equity 
investment from the biggest European 
ventures.

#5. Gender Equality

Nauti-Metrics Solutions develops innovative 
solutions for monitoring and improving water 
quality in lakes and rivers. By leveraging ad-
vanced technology, their floating drones help 
identify pollution sources and provide actio-
nable insights for better water management.

They have demonstrated a transformative 
approach to water sustainability by:

•	 Deploying floating drones equipped with 
high-end analyzers and sonars to collect 
comprehensive data in a single run, 
mapping the health of lakes and rivers.

•	 Supporting individuals and industries 
by identifying sensitive areas in water 
bodies and optimizing wastewater pond 
performance during proof-of-concept 
trials.

•	 Contributing to a more sustainable 
world by addressing pollution sources 
in aquatic ecosystems and promoting 
better resource management.

#6. Clean Water 
& Sanitation

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

#4. Quality Education

Curious Neuron empowers parents with science-based tools and strategies to help them regulate their 
emotions, manage stress, and model emotional resilience for their children. Through practical and accessible 
resources, Curious Neuron promotes personal growth and emotional well-being in families.

They have proven an impactful way to support parents by:

•	 Growing a community of 160,000 parents worldwide taking benefits in the science-backed resources 
and tools designed to foster emotional resilience.

•	 Rating 5 stars on Spotify with over 7 seasons featuring experts from Harvard, UCLA, and McGill 
University.

•	 Curious Neuron was invited by the Abu Dhabi Early Childhood Authority and a Palo Alto school to talk 
about how parents can "work" of emotional regulation and stress reduction through expert insights and 
exercises. 

42 43
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Pagato is a cutting-edge platform connecting 
businesses with on-demand, hourly workers 
for temporary employment opportunities. By 
streamlining these connections, Pagato helps 
businesses fill shifts efficiently while empowe-
ring workers with better pay and flexibility.

They have transformed workforce manage-
ment by:

•	 Achieving a 98% shift fill rate, ensuring 
reliable staffing when businesses need it 
most.

•	 Offering workers 1.5x higher wages than 
traditional hourly roles, promoting fair 
pay.

•	 Providing instant payments after shifts.
•	 Simplifying onboarding for businesses, 

reducing hiring time and effort.
•	 Enforcing a zero-tolerance policy for 

last-minute cancellations, ensuring 
reliability.

#8. Decent Work & 
Economic Growth

RailVision Analytics leverages data from rail 
fleet equipment to deliver actionable insights 
that enhance efficiency, reduce environmen-
tal impact, and improve safety. By applying 
proven AI algorithms, RailVision helps railways 
optimize operations and achieve significant 
fuel savings.

They have transformed rail operations by:

•	 Reducing GHG emissions and cutting 
CO2 emissions by over 4 million kg 
annually through optimized fuel use.

•	 Achieving an 11% reduction in fuel 
consumption, saving 1.5 million liters of 
diesel and over $2 million per year.

•	 Enhancing rail safety with AI-driven 
insights for safer, more efficient 
operations.

•	 Securing US$4 million in seed funding 
to expand their impact.

#9. Industry, Innovation 
& Infrastructure

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

#7. Affordable & Clean Energy

Hydrolux is dedicated to developing green hydrogen service stations for heavy transportation, providing car-
riers with a sustainable and cost-effective alternative to fossil fuels. By enabling the transition to low-carbon 
energy solutions, Hydrolux is helping to build a resilient and carbon-free economy.

They have demonstrated a transformative solution for heavy transportation by:

•	 Offering green hydrogen infrastructure that supports the decarbonization of heavy transportation 
fleets, significantly reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

•	 Facilitating the transition for carriers to adopt low-carbon energy solutions, driving industry-wide 
change in transportation.

•	 Providing operational benefits comparable to diesel, including a diesel-like range, cold resistance, and 
fast refueling in as little as 15 minutes (depending on the truck).

•	 Delivering economic advantages with approximately 25% savings on energy costs compared to diesel.

44 45
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Sensequake leverages advanced sensing 
technologies and AI to provide comprehen-
sive structural assessments for buildings 
and infrastructure. Their innovative solutions 
enhance safety, optimize design, and reduce 
risks in construction and urban planning.

They have proven a transformative approach 
to structural analysis by:

•	 Utilizing proprietary sensing 
technologies to deliver real-time data on 
structural health and integrity.

•	 Featured on more than 15 government 
buildings, bridges, and institutions 
across Canada.

•	 Supporting sustainable urban 
development by optimizing design and 
retrofit processes, reducing material 
waste, and extending the lifespan of 
structures.

#11. Sustainable Cities 
& Communities

Interius Farms helps greenhouse growers 
minimize their spatial and environmental 
footprints with proprietary vertical farming 
technology that enhances efficiency and 
sustainability.

They have proven a game-changing approach 
to greenhouse farming by:

•	 Improving spatial efficiency, allowing 
growers to produce more in less space.

•	 Lowering capital expenditures (CAPEX) 
and operational costs for more cost-
effective farming.

•	 Reducing emissions, promoting 
sustainable and eco-friendly agricultural 
practices.

#12. Responsible  
Consumption & Production

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

#10. Reduced Inequalities

Kakao Investment is an investment firm that supports innovative startups and growth-stage companies, 
leveraging its resources and expertise to foster a sustainable venture ecosystem in all regions of Korea.

They have proven a transformative approach to investing by:

•	 Supporting startups in diverse industries, including AI, fintech, and mobility, to drive innovation and 
expand opportunities.

•	 Providing strategic guidance and access to Kakao’s extensive network of platforms and services.
•	 Helping reduce inequalities by empowering startups from various regions and backgrounds to scale and 

succeed within Kakao’s ecosystem.
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Independent Robotics develops advanced 
robotic solutions with a focus on autonomous 
underwater technology, addressing critical 
marine challenges with precision and innova-
tion. Their flagship product, the Aqua2 Mk3, 
is a state-of-the-art autonomous underwater 
vehicle (AUV) optimized for shallow-water 
operations.

They have demonstrated a transformative 
approach to robotics by:

•	 Enabling detailed inspections 
and maintenance of underwater 
infrastructure, including pipelines, dams, 
and marine renewable energy systems, 
reducing operational costs, improving 
efficiency, and minimizing risks to human 
safety.

•	 Supporting marine research and 
environmental monitoring by 
collecting high-resolution data 
on marine ecosystems to track 
biodiversity, measure pollution levels, 
and study climate change impacts with 
unprecedented accuracy.

•	 Leveraging their expertise in AI-
driven automation to develop scalable 
solutions for industries beyond marine 
environments, including agriculture and 
energy, highlighting their innovative 
versatility.

#14. Life Below Water

Palm Tree Initiative provides farmers with 
affordable equipment rentals, farm manage-
ment services, and an online marketplace to 
boost agricultural productivity and efficiency.

They have demonstrated a transformative 
approach to farming by:

•	 Offering rental-based mechanization 
services, reducing costs for farmers.

•	 Providing curated services, including 
drone inspections, pesticide spraying, 
and farmer assistance, to streamline 
operations.

•	 Driving over 10 transactions with 8 
product listings (e.g., carrots, tomatoes, 
corn) and supporting 20 farmers in just 3 
months.

•	 Partnering with Katapult Africa to 
expand support for food technology 
innovations in Africa.

#15. Life on land

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

#13. Cimate Action

Alter Climate Intelligence provides businesses with actionable insights to measure and mitigate their carbon 
footprint through advanced data analytics and AI-driven solutions. By enabling companies to understand 
and reduce their environmental impact, Alter Climate Intelligence supports a transition to a more sustainable 
future.

They have demonstrated a transformative approach to climate action by:

•	 Offering real-time carbon footprint measurement tools to help businesses track and manage 
emissions effectively.

•	 Providing AI-powered recommendations to optimize operations and reduce environmental impact.
•	 Enabling companies to align with sustainability goals and achieve compliance with environmental 

regulations.
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Dashboard is a seamless rental management 
platform revolutionizing how tenants and lan-
dlords engage. By enabling rent payments via 
credit cards, Dashboard empowers tenants to 
build their credit history while earning rewar-
ds, offering a convenient and transparent 
rental experience. For landlords, the platform 
automates administrative tasks, encourages 
timely payments, and provides valuable in-
sights through tenant reviews and credit score 
reporting.

Dashboard is revolutionizing FinTech through:

•	 Credit-Building Rent Payments: 
Tenants can pay rent via credit cards, 
building credit scores while enjoying the 
convenience of digital transactions.

•	 Automated Financial Tools: Landlords 
benefit from preauthorized rent 
collection, automated lease agreements, 
and financial accountability features.

•	 AI-Driven Tenant & Landlord Reviews: 
A unique scoring system enhances 
transparency and risk assessment, 
fostering trust in the rental ecosystem.

#16. Peace, Justice & 
Strong Institutions

Paving Lasting Impact with Purposeful EntrepreneurshipPaving Lasting Impact with Purposeful Entrepreneurship

#17. Partnerships for the Goals

“Our goal is to hold ourselves and  
our startups to the highest global  
standards, actively contributing to  
the 17 UNSDGs while fostering impactful  
and inclusive entrepreneurship that  
drives lasting change worldwide.”

Konstantina Ntokorou 
Program Manager, Sustainability, 
McGill Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship

The Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship has attained 
platinum certification as a sustainable workplace.

The Platinum level Sustainable Workplace Certification, achieved by select McGill 
University offices, represents the pinnacle of commitment to sustainability practices 
within the institution. This prestigious certification acknowledges workplaces that 
have consistently demonstrated exceptional dedication to environmental, economic, 
and social responsibility. This achievement not only showcases leadership in campus 
sustainability but also aligns with McGill’s broader goals, including its STARS Platinum 
rating and long-term targets for zero waste and carbon neutrality.

In 2024, the Dobson Centre automatic  
light system saved  
236.5 kWh = 362.75 kg of CO2
The automatic water dispensers saved  
1,136 water bottles and we offset our  
carbon footprint by planting  
20+ trees over 25 years through the  
McGill Bayano Reforestation project.
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Our Dobson Startups Directory

Founded in Montreal in 2014, Sonder is revolutionizing hospitality through 
innovative, tech-enabled service and inspiring, thoughtfully designed 
accommodations combined into one seamless experience. Sonder provides 
a variety of accommodation options — from spacious rooms to fully-equipped 
suites and apartments — found in over 40 markets spanning ten countries 
and three continents. The Sonder app gives guests full control over their 
stay. Complete with self-service features, simple check-in and 24/7 on-
the-ground support, amenities and services at Sonder are just a tap away, 
making a world of better stays open to all. On January 19th, 2022, Sonder went  
public with a $1.925 billion valuation on NASDAQ.

Sonder

McGill Dobson Cup 2014

Taiga Motors is reinventing the powersports industry with 
breakthrough electric offroad vehicles that transform the way people 
access the outdoors. Unconstrained from legacy designs, Taiga 
pioneers trail breaking powertrain technologies from a clean sheet 
capable of delivering unyielding performance across snow, water, 
and dirt trails. In 2021, Taiga went public with an implied market 
capitalization of $537 million on the TSX. Taiga continues to grow, 
with interest for orders from customers in over 45 countries across 
six continents and a recent move into a second 130,000 square-foot 
facility in Montreal to support mass-production efforts.

McGill Dobson Cup 2016

Taiga Motors

Acesis BioMed is a Colorado (US) and London (UK) based biomedical 
company developing a platform of oral drug candidates for metabolic 
and endocrine disorders, initially focusing on male hypogonadism 
treatment. The company’s proprietary “firstin-class” T peptide 
modulator provides a safer solution to the existing Testosterone 
Replacement Therapy (TRT). Acesis (formerly Iaso BioMed Inc.) 
initiated from a research project for the development of T modulating 
peptides in Dr Papadopoulos’ lab at the Research Institute of McGill 
University Health Centres. In September 2023, Acesis filed to raise 
around $7M from an initial public offering on NASDAQ.

Acesis Biomed

07
OUR DOBSON
STARTUP DIRECTORY

Public Exits

“ The Weston Program 
contextualizes entrepreneurship 

and how to start a business 
in regard to sustainability in 

theindustry. Now we know how 
to communicate the sustainable 

mission of what we are building.”

Mingrui Guo
Co-founder and CEO, Chitosan

Weston Sustainability Innovation Challenge
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7Square 
Acquired by Repliers

Avanta Orthopaedics 
Acquired by Small Bone Innovations

BlueCity AI 
Acquired by Velodyne Lidar

CHK PLZ 
Acquired by Sunday

Cupp (aka Thinkwire) 
Acquired by Doka

DawaSwift Technologies Inc. 
Acquired by HealthBank

Fellow 
Acquired by RenoRun

Lenders API 
Acquired by the Canadian Lenders Association

Macromeasures 
Acquired by StatSocial

MicroPredictome 
Merged into Phyla

MustBUS 
Acquired by SSMU

Mergers and Acquisitions

Mygnesium Technologies 
Merged with Alpha Iota Alloys Inc.

Peko Produce 
Acquired by Fresh Prep

PostUp (fka AdUp) 
Acquired by Upland Software

ShieldXTech 
Acquired by VentureLabs

SquareFeet.ai 
Aquired by CAP Immobilier and Novea

Sweater Planet 
Acquired by Bossy Panda  
(fka The Sweater Guys)

The Hot Plate 
Acquired by Tag

Valence Discovery 
Acquired by Recursion

Our Dobson Startups By Stage

•	 African Bureau 
Stories

•	 Agora
•	 Amphoral Solutions
•	 Anato Me
•	 Apartsy
•	 Apeti
•	 Apex Software
•	 App Connect 

Perspective
•	 Artizanko
•	 Audience
•	 AVAtalk
•	 BioSim Dynamics
•	 Biots
•	 Bite
•	 Bounty Hunter
•	 Breamy
•	 Breath R
•	 BroccyLife
•	 Butterfly Effect App
•	 Cactus Mama 

Telemental Services
•	 Caffinated
•	 Camwood Carats
•	 CAOACAB
•	 Carb Detect
•	 CataLum
•	 Cell-E-Dish
•	 Chem Sense 

Technologies
•	 Chitostan
•	 Circular Diamonds
•	 ClassConnect 
•	 ClicCash Limited
•	 Cloud.FE
•	 CognoMind 

Technologies
•	 Coinverse
•	 Colloco
•	 Community Health 

Volunteers

•	 CondenSave
•	 Connect Health 

Services Inc.
•	 CozyCat Games G.P.
•	 CS Nanotech
•	 Dash
•	 DiscoveryRX
•	 Dovegeene
•	 DueDeal.ai
•	 DynaMeet
•	 Ecofriendly Choices
•	 EduPay
•	 Empor
•	 Eternal Gardens
•	 ExpectEase
•	 Farming Around the 

World
•	 Fenix
•	 Finalytics
•	 FlinchNot
•	 Flotation Metrics
•	 Foursight Medical
•	 Future Lawyers 

International
•	 Gardelink
•	 GenieHive
•	 Going Out
•	 GoTools
•	 Héra Care Solutions
•	 Hibho
•	 Hobby Hop
•	 Home Peace
•	 Horizon 360 

Solutions
•	 Hydrofinity
•	 HydroVert
•	 Hypnosand
•	 Just Imagine
•	 LawCuna
•	 LeafTown
•	 Live Map VR
•	 LiveLines

•	 Ludo Ludo
•	 Marine Sci Expedition
•	 Markit
•	 Markovian AI
•	 Mbombo
•	 MBrain Bio
•	 Med Safer
•	 MedSafer
•	 Mentoria
•	 Microgigs
•	 Midnight
•	 Mod Peanut
•	 Mora Mora Chocolate
•	 Muse
•	 Mycelium Projet
•	 MycoNurseries
•	 Myo
•	 Neoki
•	 NextGen Education
•	 Nouveau Alz
•	 Nurture Prosperity
•	 Ocean Shield Inc.
•	 Oncohale
•	 Oriental Premium Tea
•	 Out Smark
•	 Pagato
•	 PalmTree 

AfricaInitiative
•	 Panacea
•	 PathFinder
•	 Persistent Care 

Monitor
•	 Petsev
•	 Physiosparks
•	 Piggy Bank
•	 Pill Pals
•	 Quinte Scent 

Heritage
•	 Radiant Intel
•	 Raiv Computers
•	 Rayn Family Farm

•	 Real Estate Database
•	 Reference Free
•	 Rhythm
•	 Romagotchi
•	 Sama Sama
•	 Samantha Authentic
•	 Scoop Therapy
•	 Seat2Study
•	 Second Chance 

Meals
•	 Sobremesa
•	 SoftenGravity
•	 Soléa
•	 Spectra Food
•	 SpotME
•	 Stomex
•	 Strategyk Konsult
•	 Student Cell Repair
•	 Summara
•	 SwavAI
•	 Tawa
•	 Telescope 

Therapeutics
•	 The S’mores Box
•	 Ticket Sphere
•	 Time Optimize MD
•	 Together
•	 Transcriptomics 

Solutions
•	 Utu Health Inc.
•	 Vertidios
•	 VitaX
•	 Voix IA
•	 Walk-AI
•	 WeKare
•	 Whiplash
•	 Wild
•	 Xposure Technology 

Inc
•	 ZimDigester

Ideation
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•	 Aecho Biotech
•	 AeroY
•	 Affluencial
•	 Affordance Studio
•	 Althletic 

Technologies Ltd
•	 Avocadeau
•	 Axon
•	 BetaSense
•	 BikeAndBlend
•	 Bio Optic
•	 BioFem
•	 BluBand
•	 Boundary AI
•	 Brain Score
•	 BreakBuddy
•	 Brick by Brick
•	 Brighten
•	 C-Marker
•	 Canadian Peer 

Support Network
•	 Caringfor Girls
•	 CCMAT
•	 ChitoDry
•	 Chitoma
•	 Co Teacher 

Advantage
•	 Co-like-it
•	 Collectif Commun’Art
•	 Collough Cares
•	 Colorful Zone
•	 CommunityConnect
•	 Compos Mentis
•	 CoolBox
•	 Corbin Therapeutics
•	 Corral
•	 Course Lnk
•	 Credit Jambo Ltd
•	 Crew sync
•	 Current Finder

•	 Dan-A-Nou
•	 Dapper
•	 Denovogen
•	 Didomi
•	 DogRadar
•	 DooYoo Cosmetics 

Inc.
•	 EatWithMarla
•	 Eco Discuss
•	 Ecopoto
•	 EduPay Ltd.
•	 EdviroCraft
•	 EmergQ
•	 Ensemble 

Technologies
•	 EPRS cluster
•	 Evolufy Africa
•	 EvoWoman
•	 Farmarvest
•	 FarmicleGrow
•	 Field AI
•	 Fondation EsengO
•	 Food Bundles
•	 Food Map
•	 Foodscout
•	 FORUFEDA
•	 Friends Career 

Center
•	 Frontal
•	 Galdun 
•	 Gamified STEM 

Education
•	 Genius Arena
•	 Geo Watt Solutions
•	 GetLit
•	 Ghoul RIP
•	 GiftWells
•	 GKL Audio
•	 Glee Factor
•	 GoKidu

•	 Goowi
•	 Gro Bikes Inc
•	 Groundit
•	 GymBros Inc.
•	 Gynoteck
•	 GyroClear
•	 HappyDel
•	 Hearth
•	 HomeRoom
•	 Ideal
•	 Ikei
•	 Indigirecruit
•	 Inspire
•	 Intensive Care Unit
•	 Inti Aerospace
•	 Intuitive Ultrasound
•	 JobSlide
•	 Journal Prep
•	 Joyn Technologies
•	 JPondE
•	 juicebox
•	 Kanyr Pharma
•	 KayaCare
•	 Khaos
•	 Kibysis Technologies
•	 Kikao Invest
•	 Kinx
•	 KlooC
•	 Kooky Koffee Ltd.
•	 Kuapa Solar 

Enterprise
•	 Lambar-Qabso
•	 LANDR audio
•	 Les Textiles Kinoko 

Inc.
•	 LFANT
•	 Liaisons
•	 Libravos
•	 Lightbeans 

Technologies inc

•	 LineIQ Inc.
•	 LitView
•	 Local Threads
•	 LockBox
•	 Lodavo
•	 Lunavoy Inc.
•	 Make-A-Champ
•	 Malyus
•	 Maneico
•	 Materia Bioworks
•	 Meal Guru
•	 Mechtech App
•	 MedReqs
•	 Meg-wa
•	 Melorous
•	 MentaLingual
•	 Methane Barn
•	 Microsystems Inc
•	 Mini-Cycle Inc
•	 MinutesToMRSA
•	 MiNutrition
•	 Mkono
•	 Modul’eau
•	 Modus Inc
•	 Molecular Forecaster
•	 Monitrix
•	 Monstrash
•	 Morphic Hydroponic
•	 MyFoodprint
•	 NanoHeme
•	 Napier Tutoring
•	 Naree
•	 NEIGES 

Biotechnologies
•	 Neophyto Foods
•	 NetCash Analitics
•	 Neverguess
•	 NIA AI
•	 Nightline
•	 NightLoop

Validation

•	 NoteBinge
•	 Nova Nutraceuticals 
•	 Novalabs.ai
•	 nufuuds
•	 NuReDCo
•	 Observe Agriculture
•	 OmniPlane
•	 One Step Direct
•	 OneSpot
•	 Opportutoring
•	 Oral-i
•	 Ori Technology
•	 OstoMentor
•	 Ozex
•	 Panko
•	 Panthalida 

Technologies Limited
•	 Paperminds
•	 PeeraInc
•	 Peri-Op Tech.
•	 PHIRE
•	 Photizo Language 

Services
•	 Photofund
•	 Physio Biometrics Inc
•	 PL Signals
•	 Placify
•	 PleJur
•	 Plovr
•	 POLISTAR INC.
•	 Ponti Home
•	 Pop Shots
•	 Portail Residences
•	 PrimeAID
•	 ProGuard AI
•	 ProTech
•	 Qalam Solutions
•	 Qobalt.app

•	 QuHeartz
•	 Quickee
•	 Quokka HR Reward 

Limited
•	 Racine Creations 3D 

(UCrea)
•	 Ramble Technologies 

Inc
•	 RecoVR Sports
•	 Reevo
•	 ReliefAI
•	 Respite
•	 Restoply
•	 Reveal Surgical
•	 Rezo Biomedicals
•	 Rokulo
•	 Safe Environment 

Hub-Kenya
•	 Safe Kasupe Limited
•	 Science Reach
•	 Shohm
•	 Shubber
•	 Shuttle Control
•	 SimpliCITY
•	 SitFitt
•	 Sleek Stove
•	 Slickk
•	 SlideIn
•	 Smart Innovation 

Hub
•	 Smartess
•	 SnackTOP 
•	 Snowdon Partners
•	 SofaCircuit
•	 SokoMtaani
•	 Someone
•	 Spentra
•	 Spotter
•	 St-James Drop-In 

Centre
•	 Starlight Industries
•	 Starting Blox
•	 Stay Pro
•	 Stiila
•	 Storylo
•	 Street School Africa
•	 SURIV
•	 Sutton
•	 Swamicus
•	 SweetData.io
•	 Tempo Technologies 

Inc.
•	 Thinkwire
•	 Thriving Age
•	 TissueTinker
•	 Top Jobinn
•	 Toro Matcha Inc
•	 Tote
•	 Tracheo-Sure
•	 Traktour
•	 TranscendFinals INC
•	 TravelBudd
•	 Turbodega
•	 Tuuli
•	 Ubenwa Innovations
•	 Ugly Harvest
•	 UltraSense
•	 Umamix
•	 Un Earth
•	 Underwear Worker
•	 UniEC Group Inc.
•	 Upick
•	 Upward Pets
•	 UrbMont Farms
•	 UsToo Community
•	 VAELabs
•	 VascuBio

•	 Vehx
•	 Verde Hub
•	 Vins Prose
•	 Vision Wear
•	 Viveau
•	 Volt
•	 Way with Words
•	 Where2Find
•	 Wiyaka Beauty
•	 Woshi
•	 Y-up
•	 Yonja
•	 YourCourses
•	 Yuma
•	 Yumi Organics
•	 Zapper
•	 Zillow 
•	 Zipper

2024 Impact Report 2024 Impact Report 

56

Our Dobson Startups Directory

57

Our Dobson Startups Directory

Hobby Hop Vope Medical Fulcra



« The Dobson is a community of 
entrepreneurs, mentors, and 
supporters who are genuinely 
invested in startups’ successes. 
Even beyond the programs, we 
continue to benefit from strategic 
networking opportunities in 
Montreal and internationally. Being 
affiliated to the Dobson has truly 
been relevant and useful to AIM.»

Allie Huerta​
Co-founder and CEO, AIM Colours,​
International Fundraising Tour 2024

•	 2nite
•	 Appetite 
•	 Arvo AI
•	 Awake AI
•	 B3D Performance 

Inc
•	 CapmAI
•	 CoLab Education
•	 Curb Cut
•	 Denchero Tech
•	 Eeva
•	 elle FA
•	 Fanstories
•	 Freely
•	 Fulcra
•	 Guzzo Nano 

Research Corp
•	 Healthy Legal Minds
•	 Hepius Medical
•	 Independent 

Robotics 
•	 Journey of Surgery
•	 Keenoa
•	 Krypto
•	 Live Cell 

Technologies
•	 Lottus
•	 Lunch Box
•	 Menta Lingual
•	 Nanofacile

•	 Neuro Flex
•	 Next Touch
•	 Officially His
•	 OpAI Innovations
•	 Ora-3D
•	 Orbityl LABS
•	 Paire
•	 Pelcro
•	 PetitVR
•	 Rawlin
•	 Reconsolidation 

Therapy
•	 Remote Optical
•	 Rydesafely
•	 SAB Medical
•	 Safeage Analytics 
•	 SEED AI
•	 Simmunome Inc
•	 SiRP
•	 SMS Job 

Construction
•	 Spirufoods
•	 Stocate
•	 t0.technology
•	 VLVT
•	 Voyant Media 

Solutions
•	 Will+Zack
•	 Zenext AI

•	 2ship
•	 3.D.E
•	 7 Square
•	 Acesis Biomed
•	 AFX Medical
•	 Ananda Devices
•	 Anomera
•	 AUM BioTech
•	 Avanta Orthopaedics
•	 BIOS Santé
•	 Blue City AI
•	 Buddha Brands
•	 Carbicrete
•	 Centerfold Gallery
•	 Chargelab
•	 Chatler
•	 Cleanster.com
•	 Cupp
•	 Curious Neuron
•	 Dawa Swift 

Technologies
•	 Dentastic App
•	 Dev4X
•	 Dyme Fitness
•	 EntOMix
•	 Fellow

•	 Flowbo
•	 Galavanta
•	 Ghoul RIP Inc
•	 Haply Robotics
•	 Key2 Access
•	 Laurent Pharma
•	 Local Logic.co
•	 LOOP
•	 Ludica Health
•	 MicroPredictome
•	 Mimetogen 

Pharmaceuticals
•	 Mission Barns
•	 Must BUS
•	 MUthins
•	 Mygnesium 

Technologies
•	 Nomic Bio
•	 Paper
•	 Projet Bleuet
•	 ProVivoX
•	 Ravenquest Biomed
•	 Sonder
•	 Taiga Motors
•	 The Hot Plate
•	 UGo Smoothies
•	 YaaX

Dobson Graduates

Acceleration

•	 GUSH
•	 Gynaware
•	 Healthybud
•	 Heka Health
•	 HisTurn
•	 Hivelighter
•	 Hydrolux
•	 Interius Farms
•	 Invicare
•	 Keen to Help
•	 Leedana
•	 MIA
•	 Mixonset
•	 Mohana
•	 Momentum Health

•	 MoveMate
•	 Nospharma
•	 Novagrow
•	 NURA Medical
•	 Nurau
•	 Ozone Technologies
•	 Peko Produce
•	 Precare
•	 Railvision Analytics
•	 Sonaro
•	 Stenoa
•	 SWTCH
•	 TRAQC
•	 Vital Tracer
•	 Vope Medical

Fundraising

Circulus Agtech

Hydrolux

Friends Career Centre
AIM Colours

« At the Dobson Centre, our 
programs are designed to meet 
the evolving needs of founders. 
We are committed to delivering 
world-class programming 
at every stage, ensuring a 
founders-first approach with 
global success in mind.» 
Zehra Khoja​
Senior Program Manager,
McGill Dobson Centre for Entrepreneurship
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•	 Nicolas Leblanc

•	 Noah Ouellette

•	 Ondine Hogeboom

•	 Parker Curry

•	 Patricia Dorne

•	 Paul A. Kruszewski

•	 Pelra Azondekon

•	 Peter Garber

•	 Phil Bunswick

•	 Pierre N. Rolin

•	 Roch Paquette

•	 Rod Diaz

•	 Rony Chamoun

•	 Safia Morsly-Fikai

•	 Sahar Ansary

•	 Sean Cohen

•	 Sebastien Beauchamps

•	 Serban Georgerscu

•	 Sharon Stern

•	 Simon Peladeau

•	 Sissi Cao

•	 Sonia Rodriguez

•	 Sophie Rouillier

•	 Sophie Zito

•	 Soula Chronopoulos

•	 Stephanie Beaudry

•	 Steven Pal

•	 Tamara Belair

•	 Théa Sakr

•	 Thibault Lerrailler

•	 Thomas Riquier

•	 Trish Snyder

•	 Valérie Soulier

•	 Vicky Boudreau

•	 Vincent Du Ruisseau

•	 Walid Sabbagh

•	 Wesley McCoy

•	 Yvette Wu

•	 Zak Lefevre

•	 Anureet Kaur 

•	 Emily Rowe

•	 Laila Benameur

•	 Salomé Muriel Toro

•	 Hank McKinnell

•	 Mahesh Raja

•	 Sissi Cao

•	 Ivan Mehta

•	 Kathie Béland

•	 Fiona Milano

•	 Jonathan Besna

•	 Andrei Bogza

•	 Iris Kong

•	 Ines Desanlis

•	 Aaron Cruikshank

•	 Adrien Bayek

•	 Adrienne Crampton

•	 Alan John Forster

•	 Alexandra Simond

•	 Alexandre Mars

•	 Alexandrine Allard

•	 Alexie Morin

•	 Amanda Kirby

•	 Amir Golbang

•	 Anie Rouleau

•	 Anne - Pascal 
Richardson

•	 Anne Benedict

•	 Anne Desganiers

•	 Anne-Valérie Guidollet

•	 Annick Charbonneau 

•	 Anthony Palermo

•	 Anton Angelich

•	 Avrum Morrow

•	 Axelle Dubant

•	 Benoit Garant

•	 Brice Scheschuk

•	 Bruce Lamica

•	 Carmela Deluca

•	 Caroline Bérubé

•	 Carter Li

•	 Céline Poitras

•	 Chad Williams

•	 Charles Allen

•	 Charles De Brabant

•	 Charline Kempter

•	 Christian Barrow

•	 Christina-Maria Katsari

•	 Christine Forget

•	 Clara St-Pierre Lamy

•	 Claude MacDonald

•	 Claudio Ramirez

•	 Daniel Cohen

•	 Dante Trunzo

•	 David Cohen

•	 David Davidovic

•	 Domenic Del Vecchio

•	 David Diaco

•	 David Shemesh

•	 David Whelan

•	 Dawn McKinnon

•	 Deborah Leff

•	 Dina Santos

•	 Dominique Balas

•	 Ed Harvey

•	 Eduardo Mandri

•	 Elyse Mitchell

•	 Emily Jaeger-McEnroe 

•	 Emmanuel Priniotakis

•	 Eric Bourbeau

•	 Eva Hartling

•	 Felicity Meyer

•	 Felix Seguin

•	 Florencia Herra-Vega

•	 Frederic Hamelin

•	 Galith Levy

•	 Gary Berdowski

•	 Geneviève Drolet

•	 Georgia Powell

•	 Gerard Fried

•	 Gonzalo Rubio Paris

•	 Gregory Cerallo

•	 Gregory Ogorek

•	 Guillaume de Tily – Dion

•	 Isaac da Silva Aboo

•	 Isabelle Gaudet

•	 Jaiden Bains

•	 Jake Barralet

•	 James Povitz

•	 Jean Philippe Sicard

•	 Jean-Sebastien Briere

•	 Jennifer McDonald

•	 Jesse R. Dunbar

•	 Jim Glade

•	 Joe Piperni

•	 Jonathan Dellar-
Fernandes

•	 José Ramirez-Garcia 
Luna

•	 Jules Rousseau

•	 Karin Backert

•	 Katelyn Good

•	 Keira Chadwick

•	 Kostapanos Milliaresis

•	 Krystle van Hoof

•	 Laura Corrales

•	 Laurie McQueen

•	 Laviva Mazhar

•	 Léonise Mouawad

•	 Leura Craig

•	 Lora Tisi

•	 Louis Malatrait

•	 Lucie Opartny

•	 Mahesh Raja

•	 Marc Alloui

•	 Marc Chelala

•	 Marc Deschamps

•	 Marc Saab

•	 Marc Succi

•	 Marc-Alain Guilbert

•	 Marco Frate 

•	 Maria Carmen Velasco 
Alonso

•	 Mark Coatney

•	 Mark Maalouf

•	 Mark Segal

•	 Mark Weber

•	 Martin Webber

•	 Martin Wiedenhoff

•	 Matthew Harrison

•	 Meryeme Lahmami

•	 Michelle Leslie

•	 Michelle McKay

•	 Mike Smith

•	 Mohammad Kondri

•	 Mohammed Jiwan

•	 Monica Ruffo

•	 Nadia Nour

•	 Nadia Ragbir

•	 Nadine Afari

•	 Nancy Trinh

•	 Naresh Kannan

•	 Nathaniel Haeems

•	 Neil Murdoch

•	 Nicolas Déziel

•	 Nicolas Huber

Partners, Mentors, Speakers,  

Panelists, Judges & Volunteers 
Championing Dobson’s Impact

National Bank, Dobson Cup 2024

Quebec Delegate General in Brussels

Founders Series 2024
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Canadian Consulate in Los Angeles 2024

Dobson Cup 2024

Nanofacile

Dobson Bootcamp 2024

Boston 2024

Mkono

MkonoEcova AIM ColoursBoundaryAI

Brussels 2024Friends Career Centre

BUILDING INNOVATIVE COMPANIES WITH A PURPOSE

JOIN OUR PURPOSE
www.mcgill.ca/dobson



BUILDING INNOVATIVE COMPANIES WITH A PURPOSE

www.mcgill.ca/dobson

A digital version of this report is available  
on our website in French and English.

Made from 
recycled material


